
INDUSTRIAL HAZARDS 
  
 
The very nature of equipment and materials in many businesses present many hazards. 
Here are some guidelines for industrial and commercial workers: 
 
Monitor all electrical equipment, power lines and wiring carefully. Short circuits and 
ground faults are the second leading cause of commercial fires after arson. Be very 
cautious of potential damage to wiring and possible over loaded circuits. 
 
Maintain all mechanical and electrical equipment properly. Follow manufacturers' 
guidelines in operating, maintaining and repairing equipment to reduce the risk of fire 
from mechanical failures. 
 
Be VERY careful with heat sources, such as welding and cutting torches, hot equipment 
and discarded cigarettes and matches. Always be aware of nearby combustible materials, 
and clear the area before you handle a potential heat source. 
Follow proper procedures as recognized by trade standards or employer guidelines. 
 
Use all proper precautions with all flammable liquids, especially gasoline, paint, and 
solvents. Store all flammable liquids properly! Use airtight metal cabinets, and lock them 
if necessary. Be sure all fueling equipment, such as gasoline pumps, are in good 
condition. When using any flammable liquid, follow proper procedures as recognized by 
trade standards or employer guidelines. 
 
Be Sure you comply with local fire codes. For more information contact the Allen Fire 
Marshal's Office. 


