WHAT

YOU
CAN

DOO...

PLEDGE TO DOO THE RIGHT THING
I, _____________________________________ (your name),
resident of ___________________________________ (city),
pledge my committment to DOO the Right Thing for the love
of my pet. I will protect our water quality, maintain a clean
community and a healthy environment by picking up after
my pet. I am committed to:

pPicking up after my pet when I go on walks in my neighborhood or in the park.

pPicking up the backyard at least once a week.
pDisposing of waste in the garbage or by flushing it down
the toilet.

• Pick up pet waste from your yard at
least once a week. It is not fertilizer.
• Carry disposable bags to pick up waste
while walking your dog. Plastic produce
or shopping bags work well. Throw pet
waste in the trash.

For the love of __________________________ (pet’s name),
my _______________________________________ (breed).
Signed by ________________________________________
on this date_______________________________________.
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One dog can make a difference! Complete the form, take a
picture, and email to animalshelter@cityofallen.org or drop
off at the Allen Animal Shelter (770 S. Allen Heights Drive).

• Keep cats indoors. Indoor cats are
healthier and live longer, and they don’t
contribute to water pollution.
• Fill out your pledge to Doo the Right
Thing! See instructions on the back of
this brochure.
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STORM WATER RUNOFF

OTHER PROBLEMS

Storm water is water from rain. It flows from rooftops,
through lawns, over paved streets and parking lots,
and into storm drains. As it flows, runoff collects and
transports pet waste, soil, pesticides, fertilizers, oil,
litter and other pollutants, which are major contributors of pollution to our creeks and lakes.

Dog doo is not fertilizer. It is high in nitrogen and
phosphorous, which leave burn marks on your
lawn. These chemicals are also bad for our creeks
and lakes. Pet waste is high in nutrients, which
feed algae and cause water to become cloudy and
green.

HEALTH HAZARDS

Decaying pet waste also uses up oxygen and
releases ammonia. Low oxygen levels and ammonia, combined with warm water temperatures, can
kill fish and other aquatic life. Nobody wants to
swim, fish or boat in that!

Bacteria, parasites and viruses contained in pet
waste are a health hazard. These include fecal coliform, toxoplasmosis, salmonellosis and toxocariasis.
These hazards can transmit infections and parasites
to those who come in contact with the water, especially people with weakened immune systems.

DOO THE RIGHT THING
Be a responsible pet owner and pick up after your
pet. When others see you Doo the Right Thing, it
creates a culture of responsibility and encourages
everyone to protect our water quality.

PUBLIC NUISANCE
Leaving pet waste on the ground is considered a public nuisance in the City of Allen. The accumulation of
animal waste “which causes foul and offensive odors
considered to be a hazard to other animals or human
beings” violates Sec. 3-13 of the City code. Animal
control has the authority to issue citations of up to
$2,000 if owners violate the ordinance.
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KNOW?

There are an estimated 78 million owned dogs in the
United States. That’s 21 billion pounds of poop per
year! When it rains, the potential exists for thousands of
pounds of waste to wash down our storm drains and into
our creeks and lakes - untreated! That means harmful
bacteria associated with pet waste is going into our
water.

