
 

MEMO 

 
 

To:   2021 Candidates 

From:   Shelley B. George, City Secretary 

Date:  December 11, 2020 

Re: Electioneering at City-Owned Polling Locations – Municipal Court and 
Parks and Recreation Administration Building (MCPAR) 

 
 
The Allen City Council adopted Ordinance No. 3776-9-20 updating the reasonable 
regulations for electioneering on City owned or controlled public property when such 
property is used as an election polling place.  Electioneering is defined as the posting, 
use, or distribution of political signs or literature.  These regulations apply to the area 
located outside the 100-foot distance to the entrance of a polling location as mandated 
by the Texas Election Code. 
 
This year, the MCPAR  located at 301 Century Parkway, Allen, Texas, will be used for Early 
Voting and Election Day.  While the complete ordinance is attached for your reference, 
please note the following as some of the regulations have changed from past elections: 
 
• UPDATED - Political signage may be placed at MCPAR beginning twenty-four (24) 

hours before Early Voting begins and must be removed no later than twenty-four 
(24) hours after voting closes on Election Day. 
 

• NEW - Political signage is limited to four (4) signs per candidate or committee.  
 

• UPDATED – Each political sign is limited to a maximize size of sixteen (16) square 
feet. 
 

• Political signage is allowed in the grass but is prohibited in the landscaped areas 
including areas with woodchips, rocks or crushed granite.   
 

• Political signage or the distribution of literature is prohibited within ten (10) feet 
of the roadway adjacent to MCPAR. 
 

• NEW – Tents, canopies or similar temporary structures are limited to placement 
at the MCPAR one hour before voting begins and must be removed within one 
hour after voting ends, daily. 
 

• Any political signs placed in violation of the ordinance will be removed. 
 

• Electioneering on public property is limited to the property on the premises where 
the voting is conducted and only for the voting period.  

 
Attachment:  Ordinance No. 3776-9-20 
   Reference Map 







i     .
i)       place a tent, canopy, or similar temporary structure on a City-

owned polling place more than one ( 1) hour before the polls
open on each day of the early voting period or election day;
and/ or

ii)      allow a tent, canopy, or similar temporary structure to remain

on a City- owned polling place more than one ( 1) hour after
the polls close or the last voter has voted, whichever is later,
on each day of the early voting period or election day.

It shall be a defense to this Section 10- 52( a)( 7) that the tent, canopy,
or similar temporary structure has been located on the City-owned
polling place by the City or a person expressly authorized by the City
and is not being used for electioneering purposes.

8)      In addition to imposing any criminal penalty, an electioneering sign
placed in violation of this section may be removed and disposed of by
the City without compensation to the owner of the electioneering sign.

c)      The regulations set forth in Section 10- 52( a) shall not apply to any signs,
materials, or other messages expressly owned or authorized by the City located
on City property.

d)      It shall be a defense to a violation of Sections 10- 52( a)( 1), ( a)( 2), and ( a)( 6)

that an electioneering sign is attached to a vehicle that is lawfully parked at a
City-owned polling place.

e)      The following people or entities shall be jointly and severally liable to the City
for costs incurred by the City to repair real property or repair and/ or replace
personal property owned by the City that is damaged or destroyed as the result
of the placement of any electioneering sign, tent, canopy, or other temporary
structure on City-owned or controlled property:

1)      the person who placed the electioneering sign, tent, canopy, or other
temporary structure on City-owned or controlled property;

2)      the candidate whose election is being advocated by the electioneering
sign, tent, canopy, or other temporary structure placed on City- owned
or controlled property; and

3)      in the case of an electioneering sign, tent, canopy, or other temporary
structure placed in association with an election on a measure, the chair
of the special purpose committee identified on or that authorized
placement of the electioneering sign, tent, canopy, or other temporary
structure placed on City-owned or controlled property.

Sec. 10- 53.- Application of Article.

The authority to conduct electioneering on a City-owned polling place pursuant to this
article is limited to City- owned polling places and only for the voting period. Nothing in this
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article shall be construed as allowing electioneering to occur where otherwise prohibited by
State law or applicable provisions of this Code or the Allen Land Development Code, as
amended, the violations of which shall constitute separate offenses.

Sec. 10- 54.- Administration.

The provisions of this article shall be administered and enforced by the city secretary, a
designated election officer, a code enforcement official, or any law enforcement official

SECTION 2.   Should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or section of this Ordinance,
be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity ofthe remaining portions
of said Ordinance, as amended hereby, which shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 3.   All ordinances of the City ofAllen, Collin County, Texas, in conflict with the provisions of this
Ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed; provided, however, that all other provisions of said ordinances
not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4.   Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms of this Ordinance shall
be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Code of Ordinances of the City of Allen, as previously
amended, and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of Two Thousand Dollars

2, 000) for each offense.

SECTION 5.   This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage as the law and charter
in such cases provide and it is, accordingly, so ordained.

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALLEN, COLLIN

COUNTY, TEXAS, ON THIS THE 8T" DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2020.

AP OVED:

e bie Stout, MAYOR

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ATTEST:

4

nta.)-Peter G. Smith,       OJRNEY Shelley B. Geor C, CIT CRETARY
kbIL8/27/ 2020: 117627)
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